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A Christmas Carol is a didactic text in which Dickens presents family as incredibly important. 

Dickens’ own father was put in prison when he was a child, which had a profound effect on him. 

Scrooge’s personality at the start of the allegorical novella juxtaposes other characters as he 

rejects the possibility of having a family and gives prime importance to money and wealth. 

Throughout the novella, we also see the joy in the Cratchit family despite their poverty and Fred’s 

kindness shown towards his family and Scrooge. Family was comforting in the Victorian society as 

the Welfare State was not in existence meaning families had to look after their elderly relations or 

they would end up in workhouses. 

In Stave 3, family is seen as paramount to the happiness of the Cratchit family. Bob is crushed 

with disappointment when he thinks Martha is not coming for Christmas dinner suggesting love, 

tenderness and a family bond towards his child. The adjective in “sudden declension in his high 

spirits” shows how disappointed he is. Alternatively, it may also suggest how important all 

members of the family are. Furthermore, Tiny Tim and his siblings are extremely caring towards 

each other when the younger one “spirits him off” so he can “hear the pudding sing” which seems 

like a simple pleasure, but shows that the little things in life matter and that siblings kindness is 

important, especially as Tiny Tim is the “cripple” and represents Christian goodwill and charity. 

Perhaps, Dickens was showing the effects of poverty through the presentation of the symbolic 

Tiny Tim who encourages the people in church to see him as Christmas is about Jesus and he 

“made beggars walk and blind men see” showing that although Tiny Tim is crippled, he is the heart 

of the family and represents the way people should be towards each other. Christianity is a 

recurring theme in the novella and Dicken’s may have been highlighting the juxtaposition in the 

teachings of the bible and the actions of the wealthy in Victorian London and how Christian values 

were often bent to suit the opinions and thoughts of the wealthy. Dickens appears to be criticising 

through the charitable and kind and loving Cratchits the way family is rejected by Scrooge, due to 

his greed, while those with the least are celebrating Christianity and Christian values. It is ironic 

that Scrooge cares money and wealth more than he cares family and humanity. Moreover, the 

love and happiness reflected in the Cratchit household is the way they all join together and share 

in the chores “in high procession” is used by Dickens to reflect the joyful atmosphere that is 

created in the small household when the “goose” is brought in for carving. The enthusiasm with 

which the goose is met is contagious and all the Cratchit household join in the celebration of the 

goose, “one murmur of delight” describes vividly the whole family gasping in joy at the sight of the 



food they have for Christmas dinner, despite the clear evidence of poverty that exists in the 

household. Mrs Cratchit is “brave in ribbons” which metaphorically describes the way she has 

made do and mended her dress to make it appear more festive as a piece of ribbon would have 

been a relatively cheap way of dressing up, while a new dress would have been an 

unquestionable expense and out of reach for the family. Although, poor she shows pride in her 

appearance and wants to look her best for the festivities and not disappoint her loving husband. 

Family here is shown as important as they all collectively share in the hardship and even though 

they are poor they don’t complain or grumble, they just focus on making the best of their situation. 

Symbolically, the Cratchit family are the antithesis of Scrooge and his cruel hearted rejection of his 

own family. 

Dickens towards the end of the novella introduces us to the idea that Scrooge has changed and 

has reflected on how family is important and why he should join in and become a part of the 

family, both the Cratchit family and his own nephew Scrooge. At the end of the novella Tiny Tim 

utters the phrase that is synonymous with his good nature “God bless us everyone!” which 

summarises the change that overcame Scrooge. Tim lived because Scrooge changed and 

became a better man. Scrooge vowed after seeing the Ghost of the Future, the death of Tiny Tim 

and the death of himself that he would “live in the past, the present and the future” showing that he 

understood the importance of being a better person. His first act of kindness after this 

proclamation is to send a “Turkey to the Cratchit family” which was a huge gesture and showed 

that he valued their family and really did not want to see Tiny Tim die, he asks the Ghost of the 

Future “Will Tiny Tim live?” and this rhetorical question reveals that he already knows the answer 

to this. Without Scrooge’s epiphany and change Tim will die, so Scrooge shows that he recognises 

how pivotal to happiness Tiny Tim is by sending the food to them. Due to the way family is 

presented throughout the novella it is obvious that Scrooge begins to understand that family keeps 

people together and makes them more humane. In the end Scrooge goes to Fred’s house and is 

invited in. He also becomes “like a second father” to Tiny Tim and shows that he understands the 

importance of being a better person and the role that having a family plays in this. Turkey was an 

extremely expensive meat and the fact it was the “largest” shows that Scrooge really had changed 

and starting to show love and care for members of family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How will this boost your context? Consider: 

1. What is Scrooge’s priority at the start of the novella? 

2. What is the source of happiness in the Cratchit family? 

3. What does this article say that Tiny Tim represents? 

4. How are Christian beliefs used by the rich in the novella? 

5. How is the importance of family shown in the scene with the Cratchits? 

6. What has Scrooge learnt by the end of the novella about family? 

Glossary 

Welfare State = benefits system we have in place 

today to support those struggling with money.  

Allegorical = a story with a hidden moral. 

Didactic = instructional  


