
 
What is propaganda and why did it matter? 
 
Propaganda is used to try to make people think a certain way. 
 
Propaganda was used throughout World War One in Britain to persuade and manipulate men into joining 
the war effort. They were designed to paint a glorious picture of war, making men want to join and gain 
some glory whilst protecting their country and family. Other propaganda was designed the shame men who 
hadn’t joined into signing up. See the two examples below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did it matter? 
 
Propaganda was used to get as many men into the war as possible. Without persuasive techniques such as 
propaganda, the government might not have had enough men to fight. However, in 1916 Conscription was 
introduced which was the compulsory enlistment of able men into the army, showing that perhaps the 
propaganda wasn’t as successful as intended.  
Propaganda skewed the public’s view of war, glorifying it, which led to many men signing up for war to be 
bitterly disappointed by the harsh reality of what was to come.  
 
Jessie Pope 
 
Jessie Pope was a World War World Propagandist, believing firmly in the support of war for the country, 
and also a children’s poet. Some called her jingoistic.  
Wilfred Owen dedicated his poem Dulce Decorum Est to her, which is a poem that depicts the horrors of 
war and criticises those who encourage young men to sign up to war.  
 
Who’s For the Game? Jessie Pope 
 
Who’s for the game, the biggest that’s played, 
The red crashing game of a fight? 
Who’ll grip and tackle the job unafraid? 
And who thinks he’d rather sit tight? 
Who’ll toe the line for the signal to ‘Go!’? 
Who’ll give his country a hand? 
Who wants a turn to himself in the show? 
And who wants a seat in the stand? 
Who knows it won’t be a picnic – not much- 
Yet eagerly shoulders a gun? 
Who would much rather come back with a crutch 



Than lie low and be out of the fun? 
Come along, lads – 
But you’ll come on all right – 
For there’s only one course to pursue, 
Your country is up to her neck in a fight, 
And she’s looking and calling for you. 
 
White Feathers 
 
These poems by Jessie Pope worked alongside other propaganda. The white feather was a widely 
recognised propaganda symbol, representing cowardice.  
In Britain, during the First World War, it was given to men who were not in uniform to publicly shame them 
for not participating in the war efforts.  
It began with Admiral Charles Fitzgerald, who advocated for conscription (compulsory enlistment into war), 
as an effort to increase the number of people in war. 
He organised a group of 30 women to hand out white feathers to any men not in uniform, believing that 
using women would be the most effective form of shame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To boost your context for Exposure, answer: 

1. What is propaganda? 

2. How was it used during WW1? 

3. What does ‘jingoistic’ mean? 

4. How would poems like this effect men at home in England? How does it want them to feel? 

5. Why would Owen criticise this poem? 

6. How is his anger about war propaganda revealed in Exposure? 

7. What do you think was the public feeling when white feathers were handed out? 

8. How do you think Owen felt about the use of white feathers? Find a quote to from Exposure to support.  


